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Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

..Reports of Certifying Surygeons.
The Royal Assent has been given to the Police, Factories,

&a.. (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, which contains a clause
abolishing the reports of certifying surgeons, except in
certain cases. 

------

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2ND.
Venereal Diseases and National Insurance.

Mr. RENDALL asked the representative of the National
Insurance Commissioners what action the Government pro-
posed to take on the resolution passed by the National
Insurance Acts Committee to the effect that permanent dis-
ablement and serious illness, greatly injuring the State, were
being caused by reason of the fact that insured persons
suffering from venereal diseases were refused sickness
benefit and medical attention under the National Insurance
Act.-Mr. C. ROBERTS replied: I would refer the honourable
Member to previous replies oh this subject. I should like to
point out that he is mistaken in supposing that persons
suffering from venereal diseases are refused medical atten-
t-ion under the National Insurance Act. Section 14 (4) of the
Act of 1911 precludes an insured person from being deprived
of medical benefit on that ground.

Examining Medical Officers to War Office.
Mr. TOUCHE asked the Financial Secretary to the War

Office whether civil practitioners who were appointed
examining medical officers and had been so occupied under
strain for a long period were entitled to a holiday ; and, if so,
if any and what difference in pay and holiday leave there was
between practitioners engaged on a whole-time or permanent
basis’and others whose duties were partial and temporary
although remunerated at a fixed daily rate.-Mr. FORSTER (in
a written answer) replied : Yes, a holiday might be arranged
if the work would be carried on in their absence. I am
not aware that there is any difference such as that mentioned
in the second part of the question, but perhaps my honour-
able friend would let me know more precisely to what
different classes of practitioners he refers.
Mr. TOUCHE asked why, when civil practitioners who were

appointed examining medical officers were allowed 40s. a day
for a full day’s work and lesser amounts for part of a day,
there were practitioners in London doing duty from 9.30 to 5
who were still receiving only 24s. a day, being the same rate
of pay as that formerly allowed to them when they were
doing, only four hours daily; and would he take steps to
secure more equitable treatment.-Mr. FORSTER wrote in
reply: The rate of 40s. is a maximum, the actual payments
dependmg upon the number of recruits examined. The 24s.
rate is for a period of regular employment. It covers whole-
time service. It is not proposed to make any change.

’ THURSDAY, AUGUST 3RD. -

Industrial Poisoning.
Mr.-ANDERSON asked the Under Secretarv for the Home

Department (1) whether there had been a considerable
increase in the number of cases of poisoning and of anthrax
and toxic jaundice reported to him.un.der the Factory and
Workshop Act for the six months ending June, 1916, as
compared with the same period of the previous year;
whether the number of deaths was 30 as compared with
18 of the same six months of 1915 ; whether he
could state to what this increase was due and how far it
was attributable to relaxed factory inspection; and what
action, if any, he proposed to take; and (2) whether the
number of anthrax cases had increased from 29 in the
six months ending June, 1915, to 53 in the six months
ending June, 1916, and what steps were being taken
in this matter.-Mr. BRACE replied : The figures for
lead poisoning for the periods in question show a

slight decrease, but there has unfortunately been a con-
siderable increase in cases, of anthrax. There has been
no slackening of inspection for the purpose of enforcing the
regulations, and the increase can only, I am advised, be
accounted for by the fact that owing to the heavy demand
manufacturers have been forced to use all kinds of material.
The problem of prevention is being thoroughly investigated
by the Departmental Committee for the purpose, and there
is good reason to hope that they will be able to put forward.
effective proposals. The notification of toxic jaundice-that
is, jaundice due to tetrachlorethane or certain other poisonous
substances used in explosive works-was made compulsory
for the first time this year, and this is the chief reason
for the apparent increase in reported cases of poison-
ing. The number of persons employed in the factories

concerned has also been constantly increasing. These.
factories have been subject to frequent inspection, and much
has been done by improved mechanical ventilation, medical
examination of the workers, and other precautions to’
minimise the danger. As regards poisoning from dopes
containing tetrachlorethane, this danger should very shortly
be eliminated altogether by the substitution of the non-
poisonous dopes now being brought into use.

A Russian Medical Man.
Mr. KING asked the Financial Secretary to the War Office

whether he had considered the case of a Russian doctor of
medicine, a graduate of a Swiss university, who had been
serving in this war in Serbia and only left when Serbia was,
evacuated by the Allies; why had the medical services of
this doctor been refused by the War Office; would he say
why he was being pressed into the ranks as’a private; and
whether, in view of this Russian doctor having served with’
our Allies, the Serbians, it was intended to deport this
gentleman to Russia.-Mr. FORSTER answered: With the
information contained in the question 1 can only satisfy my
honourable friend on one point. It is impossible to’
commission medical men who are not British subjects
and whose degrees are not registrable in this country.
If my honourable friend wants me to make an inquiry
on the second point of his question he will, no doubt,
be good enough to furnish me with the name of the doctor
in question. My honourable friend has, no doubt, considered
whether he should not advise this Russian medical man, who
appears to have behaved very gallantly, to offer his services
to the Russian Army through the Russian Consul-General.

Sanitation at Rowlston. , . ,

Mr. HUME-WILLIAMS asked the Financial Secretary to the
War Office whether he was aware that since November, 1914,
repeated representations had been made both to the Local
Government Board and to the military authorities by the 
local sanitary authorities and the East Riding county council’
as to the nuisance caused by the sewage from the military
camp at Rowlston, in the East Riding of Yorkshire’; that an
assurance was given to the Local Government Board by the 
Army Council in March, 1916, that steps would be taken to.
remove any further cause for complaint; that notwithstand-ing this serious cause for complaint did exist; that there
was still a nuisance which was a serious menace to the
health of the inhabitants of the district; that one end of the
field in which the camp was situated adjoined the seashore,
and that engineers who had inspected the site had advised’
that the sewage could, without serious expense, be dis-,
charged into the sea; and whether he would give instruc’
tions for the necessary steps to be taken to abate the

nuisance and for the work to be carried out forthwith.-
Mr. FORSTER wrote in reply: The sanitary engineering
officer to the War Office has alreadv arranged to visit the
locality and to report upon the alleged nuisance, and I hope,
to receive a full report in the course of a few days. This
matter was brought to notice some six months ago, but on
inquiry it was found that at that time the arrangements
made were satisfactory. 

’

Military Hospitals in London.
Mr. KENNEDY asked the Financial Secretary to the War

Office how many hospitals were in the control of his depart-
ment in London; were the surgeons and medical advisers
paid by the War Office and, if so, whether quarterly
or monthly: were the nursing staff paid quarterly or-’

monthly; and were these latter payments, stating same,
made promptty, or within what time after they b&eacute;came due.-’
Mr. FORSTER wrote in reply: The number of hospitals in
the London district is 186, of which 158 are auxiliary hos-.
pitals. A very large amount of the work performed in

military and other hospitals in London and elsewhere is:

gratuitous. The surgical, medical, and some of the other
staff paid by the War Office are paid monthly in arrear,and’
the remainder are paid weekly. The rates of the nursing
staff vary. There is no reason to suppose that the payments
are’not made promptly. 

-

MONDAY, AUGUST 7TH:
. Medical Orgunisation of the Army in India.
Sir HENRY CRAIK asked the Secretary for India what

committees or commissions had been instituted within the
last six years to inquire into the medical equipment and
organisation of the Army in India; what action was taken
upon their reports; and whether these reports would be,
laid before the Mesopotamian Special Commission.-Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN replied: In 1912 a committee of which
Surgeon-General Sloggett was chairman - inquired into
the system of field medical organisation and equipment.
of medical units of the Army in Indi.a. Its recommends
tions were approved by the Government of India, and are
now in force. The station hospital system for Indian
troops was the subject of inquiry by another committee.’
Its recommendations were under discussion when the war
broke out, and as they related solely to peace arrangements
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their further consideration has been postponed. The reports
will be laid before the Special Commission if the Commission
should call for them. ’ ’ ’ ,

Schemes for Treatment of Venereal Disease. 
Major ASTOR asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the

Local Government Board how many councils of counties and
county boroughs had submitted to the Board complete
schemes for the diagnosis and treatment of venereal diseases ;
how many of these schemes had been approved by the Board ;
and how many were already in operation.-Mr. HAYES FISHER 
answered: The regulations and circular were only issued
about three weeks ago, and no complete scheme has yet
been submitted to the Board. Numerous negotiations and
conferences have, however, already taken place, and I am
glad to -observe that considerable activity is being displayed
by local authorities in carrying out the duties imposed on
them.

Jaundice due to Doye.
Answering Mr. ROWLANDS, Mr. BRACE (Under Secretary to

the Home Department) said : I am pleased to be able to say
that not only has there been a considerable decrease recently
in the number of cases of jaundice due to dope, but that
satisfactory dopes which are free from tetrachlorethane are
now available in sufficient quantity, and that the War Office
and Admiralty have directed their contractors to use only
the approved dopes of this kind. It may be taken, therefore,
that the danger from tetrachlorethane poisoning in this class
of work has now been removed.

Unregistered Dentists and Cocati2e. 
’

In reply to Commander WED&WOOD, Mr. H. SAMUEL (Home
Secretary) said: I have not seen my way to include un-
registered dentists among the classes of persons authorised
by the regulation to purchase cocaine. I have taken steps,
however, to make available for the use of unregistered
dentists a sufficient supply of novocaine, which is an efficient
substitute for cocaine and is used by many dentists, and as
this supply is not immediately available for use in the form
in which it is usually required by dentists I have granted a
temporary permit which will allow unregistered dentists to
continue the use of cocaine in the interval.

Promotion iii the Royal Army Medical Corps.
Mr. JoYVSOV-Hrchs asked the Financial Secretary to the

War Office whether lieutenants in the Royal Army Medical
Corps had been given three years’ acceleration of promotion
after six months’ service, but captains of 10 years’. service
had so far been given no acceleration ; and whether, having
regard to the work done by the Royal Army Medical Corps
captains at the front, he would’consider the possibility of
acceleration of promotion in regard at least to some of them.
- Mr. FORSTER replied: My honourable friend is mis-
informed in thinking that no captains in the Royal Army
Medical Corps have received accelerated promotion. As a
ma.tter.of fact, 145 captains have received -such promotion,
and each of them had between 10 and 12 years’ service. The
acceleration of promotion given to lieutenants does not in
fact amount to as-much as three. years. I am informed that
in the majority of cases it has amounted to -less -than
12 months.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8TH. ,
Nerve-shaken Soldiers.

Commander WEDGWOQD asked the Financial Secretary to
the War uffice whether he would indicate which classes of
nerve-shaken soldiers it was now proposed to discharge from
the Army direct to pauper asylums, since the War Office had
admitted that 198 had been discharged who did not belong to
any of the three categories indicated last September,. and
some of these had had very short treatment and up to the
time of discharge’ had been described in medical reports
as uncertifiable and progressing towards recovery.-Mr.
FORSTER wrote in reply: The following cases are certified:
(1) cases of general paralysis of the insane ; (2) chronic
epileptics; (3) incurable cases and cases in which there is
previous history of insanity.

, 

Rubber Gloves tbr Military Nurses.
Major Sir CHARLES HUNTER asked the Financial Secretary

to the War Office whether the medical authorities at the War
Office would take steps to provide rubber gloves for the nurses
who did dressings in the military hospitals at home in order
to prevent cases of septic poisoning.-Mr. FORSTER replied :Every demand made by medical officers for rubber gloves for
the use of nurses in military hospitals has been met. If the
honourable and gallant Member has had brought to his
notice any case where such gloves are not available, all that
is necessary is for those responsible to make an indent.

Hairmyres Sanatorium.
Mr. MACCALLUM SCOTT asked the Secretarv for Scotland

whether any progress had been made in the efforts to secure
the release of labour fQr the completion of the construction
work of the Hairmyres Sanatorium, at which the Middle
Ward Committee of the Lanarkshire county council had
pledged itself to afford accommodation for discharged tuber-
culous soldiers and to train them for’ outdoor occupation.

- Mr. TENNANT said in reply: Yes, sir. I am glad to be able 
to inform my honourable friend that the answer is in the
affirmative, and it is anticipated that the number will shortly
be increased.

. .. 
’ 

Illicit Traffic in Cocaine in India. 
In reply to Sir H. ROBERTS, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (Secretary
for India) wrote: Illicit traffic in cocaine continues to-be &

source of grave anxiety both to the Government of India and
myself, and stringent regulations on the subject have been
framed. I cannot within the limits of a reply give these in
detail, but I may say generally that imports are prohibited
except under licence, that private possession is punishable,
and that sale to private persons by chemists and druggists is 
permitted only for medical purposes on the prescription of
a qualified medical practitioner. The drug, however, lends
itself to smuggling by seamen and others in ways which 
defeat the best conceived regulations.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9TH.
Sanitary and Medical Arrangements in Mesopotamia.

Sir JOHN JARDINE asked the Secretary of State for War
(1) whether he could give an assurance that the river craft
used for conveying troops up and down the River Tigris and
the River Euphrates had proper appliances for securing that
the drinking water should be uncontaminated and not
dangerous to health; and (2) whether he was now able
to assure the House that sufficient supplies of drugs,
medicines, bandages, and other medical appliances had
reached the troops at Basra, and in the stations on the
lines of the Tigris and Euphrates.-Mr. LLOYD GEORGE said
in reply : My honourable friend asks me for two assurances,
but he will, I am sure, have taken into account that since the 
War Office assumed the additional responsibilities with
which I dealt in the speech I made on July 20th no ,sufficient,
time has elapsed for an appreciable change to have been
effected in the situation as a direct result of the change
of responsibility. Subject to its being understood .tha
the Army Council do not claim that all has yet been
.done which should be done and will be done, I may 
inform him that, on all new boats ordered in the United
Kingdom, arrangements for securing adequate proper
drinking water have been made. Filtration barges are

being sent and supply tanks on various points in the
river will be .provided. As regards the vessels already
on the spot, I am informed that an installation for
sterilising water, recommended by the Director of Medical
Services and the late Sir Victor Horsley, has already been
’provided on many ships and will be fitted to the remainder.
Two tanks holding 40 gallons for cooling purposes have also
been added on each vessel. A large number of hospital river
steamers and barges have also been ordered. As regards
drugs, medicines, bandages and other medical appliances, all 
demands have been supplied, and, as the General Officer
Commanding has repeatedly been told to ask for all he
wants, I am satisfied that-sufficient -supplies are nowavail-
able on the spot.

Appointments.
Successful applicants for wacane2es, Secretaries &oacute;f Public lnstitutions,

and others possessing information suitable jor this colnmn, are

invited,to jorward to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thursday morning of each
week, such inforrrdation for gratuitous publication.

BUATIA, S: L., M.R.O.S., L.n.C.P.Lond., has been appointed Oph-
thalmic House Surgeon at St. Thomas’s Hospital. ’. .

CA&EaAN. 0. J., L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glag., Certifying Sur-
’ geoh under the Factory and Workshops Acta for the Ormskirk
District of the county of Lancaster.

HAMU/roN, M. St. C., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., Casualty Officer and
Resident Anaesthetist at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

HEIFFTON. EDITH, L.R.C.P. & & Edin., L.R.F P.&S. Glasg., Medical 
ufficer to Munition Girls’ Factory, Corringham, Essex.

McGEOCH, ’T., M.D. GHasg.. ’Certifying Surgeon under the Factory
and Workshop Acts for the Girvan’District of the county of Ayr.

MORE, J., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S., Certifying Surgeon under the
Factory and Workshops Acts for the Rothwell District of the county
ot Northampton.

PETYT, A. 1.. M.B., B.C. Cantab., Certifying Surgeon under the Factory
and Workshop Acts for the Longton District of the county o-f
Lancaster.

Vacancies.
For further information regarding each vacancy reference should be
. made to the advertisement (see Index)..

When the application of a Belgian medical man would be considered
the advertisers are requested to comunicate with the Editor.

BECCLES, SUFFOLK, 1ST CrCLrsT BRIGADE FIELD AMBULANCE.-Three 
Medical Officers.

CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL, W.C.-Resident Medical Officer. Salary at
rate of R400 per annum, with board; &c.


